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Introduction
Undoubtedly the most recognized confrontation of the war on 
the Eastern Front, Kursk typically triggers visions of massed 
armor flowing across the open fields of the Russian steppes. 
Never in the history of the conflict had the German and Sovi-
et high commands committed the magnitude of tanks, assault 
guns and multitude of self-propelled weapons. Both side were 
staking the very outcome of war on this single battle.

Four Panzer TO&Es are presented for those German divisions 
as they existed at the launch of Operation Zitadelle (Kursk),  
1 July 1943. Fairly detailed information exists as to the make-up 
of their panzer regiments and some of the reconnaissance units. 
However, it becomes a bit sketchy from that point on. A great 
deal of research went into the development of these TO&Es, 
but some educated guesses had to be made when it came to the 
make-up of some of the sub-formations. It is safe to say that the 
overall presentation of the data is substantially correct.

These four divisions’ summaries (pages 4, 8, 14 and 20) depict 
their various member formations and support formations. Note 
that only combat formations and the units they fielded are de-
picted. Support and administrative units and organizations are 
not included. Do not be thrown by Das Reich Division’s T-34/76s; 
they are not a mirage. It was not uncommon for both sides to 
field captured equipment. In this case, the Soviet tanks were a 
major component of the division’s panzer regiment.

One Panzer TO&E is presented for the Soviet Independent 
Heavy Tank Brigade (page 26). Not all Soviet tanks served just 
in the tank and mechanized corps. In fact, a substantial num-
ber were fielded by the various independent guard and regular 
army brigades, regiments and battalions that saw action on the 
Eastern Front.

Over-Strength Formations have added one or more subordinate 
formations or combat units. These formations are depicted by a 

(+) following their name. Under-Strength Formations are miss-
ing one or more of their subordinate formations or combat units. 
These formations are depicted by a (-) following their name.

When designing Kursk scenarios, utilize the major formations 
to select the appropriate forces from the formations and support 
formations. Always keep in mind that formations were rarely 
at full-strength; losses, breakdowns and other forms of attri-
tion typically kept formations understrength. This is especially 
true as the battle progressed. Many German panzer units were 
reduced to just a shell of their original strength and a number of 
Soviet tank and mechanized corps were completely destroyed 
by the time the battle wound down on 13 July 1943.

The unit summaries also list the typical formation grade for its 
formations and support formations. Keep in mind that this is an 
overall categorization. Some formations or support formations 
certainly could have possessed a higher grade while others pos-
sessed a lower grade.

Scenario 16: Southern Exposure is very representative of the 
massive tanks battles that took place at Kursk, especially in the 
area of Prokhorovka.

The Kursk Orders-of-Battle (OBs) for both the German (Army 
Groups) and Soviet (Fronts) are presented as they existed at 
the start of hostilities. The major formations (army, corps, and 
division) plus a few significant attached assets are outlined. 
While not listed, both forces also included a large number of 
brigade, regiment and battalion sized formations. Note that not 
all of the units listed actually saw action during the period of 
hostilities and some units were transferred from various for-
mations to other commands. One of note was the Soviet 2nd 
Guards Tank Corps transfer from Voronezh Front reserves to 
the Steppe Front as part of the 5th Guards Tank Army in its ac-
tion at Prokhorovka.
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